s yey rte 









LIBRARY OF PRINCETON 


JUN 4 2010 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY | 


PER BV3460 .K672 


K°oria misyon p-ildu = the 
Korea 


mission field. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Princeton Theological Seminary Library 


https://archive.org/details/koriamisynpildko510unse 





th 6S = BB ALEAT=AM 
THE 


KOREA MISSION FIELD. 








Veten Li. 


This Day of Opportunity. 
BY DR. W. B. SCRANTON. 


Korea has passed through another 
phase during the last twelve months, and 
we ourselves have been affected by the 
shock. The nation and the people are 
already the stronger forit | Would to 
God they could say with the l’salmist ‘‘It 
is good for me to be afflicted, that I 
might learn thy statutes.’’ The people 
are hungry for right waysand justice and 
are teachable beyond any previous con- 
ceptions of the meaning of that word: 
otherwise, how could each of us be lead- 
ing his and her th usands so easily ont of 
bondaye into the wilderness of new teach- 
ings and experiences. Those who are 
intimate with the facts know that it is 
daily one of our most trying duties to 
keep our workers within bouuds and to 
refuse to visit and instruct groups which 
are beyond our range and would overtax 
our forces. Our burden today is oppor- 
tunity, and our grief that we cannot even 
reach and teach many whoare beseeching 
us to do so, knowing that literally thou- 
sands more could thereby be brought into 
thechurch, if we only had physical en- 
durance to reach them. 

Daring this last year I have had charge 
more especially of the Seoul-Kyeng-kui 
district, and, since the death of brother 
Sharp, the immediate care of the Chyung 
Chyeng circuit as well. One round means 
over five hundred English miles, and 
that would not by any means reach all the 
groups that would like to be considered 
as distinct quarterly conferences. These 
two districts have a total enrollment of 
5,735 of baptized members and probation - 
ers, and that number could be easily in- 
creased by one half as many more, if we 


SEOUL, KOREA, JUNE 1906. 


No. 8 


were willing to tabulate those who con- 
sider themselves one.with us, but have 
not yet come out clearly and distinctly, 
so as to keep the Sabbath and become 
regular attendants. 

| have been able to make only two 
complete rounds on the districts, but, be- 
sides that, the native brethren, Pok 
Chyung Chai and Son Sung Yong, have 
made four long visitations and held 
classes of a week at a time with the dif- 
ferent groups. Besides this, I have been 
in monthly touch with all the helpers of 
the districts and have held several class- 
es for their instruction in Seoul. In the 
main the work is most gratifying and 
constant growth, which is taking place 
everywhere, can be observed from visita- 
tion to visitation. 

The importance of our Chyung Chyeng 
district to Methodism should be recog- 
nized at this time and its needs met. In 
the first place, it is not a new work, but 
the result of many years of sowing, go- 
ing back nearly ten years. Thecharac- 
ter of the people in this district is much 
like that of the energetic north. It is 
the place in which most of our new sects 
and political parties arise. Recently 
brother Sharp pointed out to me that 
they had no less than eight formidable 
societies there at the present moment. 
We form the ninth, and it is said that 
the ‘‘Gay Sak Hoi,” or Quarterly Con- 
ference Society, will out-distance them 
all! Wherever such unrest and energy 
is displayed, you may depend upon it, 
there is character worth care and atten- 
tion. We now have the sweep of the 
whole province, and we may have it for 
Christ through Methodism, if we will 
but give that effort in that province 
which the Kong Chu station deserves. 
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So great an opportunity is surely the call 
of God to us to occupy, as well as an in- 
dication of the needs of man and a sign 


as to where the vein of gold lies. I would | 


not have any other section of our work 
robbed for the sake of this province, but 
I would beg for its equal consideration. 





Done by the Native Christians. 


BY REV. E. BELL, 


The territory assigned me by the Mis- 
sion includes ten counties and embraces a 
section of country about 120 by 4o miles 
in extent. It is impossible to give any- 
thing like the exact number of people 
living in this section, but it is one of the 
most densely populated parts of Korea. 
Questions of overlapping and denomina- 
tional comity have not yet touched this 
field, as it is surrounded on one side by 
the Yellow Sea and on the others by our 
own Mission, with the Northern Presby- 
terians far to the northeast. (We will 
be glad when they conie nearer). 

I reported to our last Annual Meeting 
11 groups of believers with a baptized 
membership of 96. 
months since that report was made, but 
such has been the rapid extension of the 


It has been but nine 


work resulting from the faithful evange- 
listic efforts of the native Christians that 
we now have 29 regular preaching places, 
besides some five or six not yet ready to 
report. The baptized believers have al- 
most doubled, there being now on the 
roll 163. There is now established work 
in all the counties of my field except 
one, in which an attempt has been made 
to secure a foothold with good prospects 
of success. Two of these counties are 
pretty well covered with churches, there 
being a place of worship in almost every 
district. These believers have, during 
the year, built seven new churches en- 
tirely at their own expense and bought 
nine dwellings which were converted in- 
to churches pending the growth of the 
congregations to sufficient strength to 


erect new buildings. The local congre- 
gation at Kwangju was the only one 
which was assisted with their building, 
and this only to the extent of about $80. 
by those of us worshipping with them. 

In the oversight of these 29 ;roups I 
ami assisted by 10 native helpers, 8 of 
whom get their support from the rative 
church, supplemented by what they earn 
themselves. These two items of church 
erection, noted above, and the support 
of native helpers represent the extent to 
which our evangelistic work is self sup- 
porting. Five of the larger groups have 
undertaken the sut-port of their own lead- 
ers and their liberality is quite remark- 
able. 

Old Mrs. Ye ot the Paichee church 
sewed 25 days for her board and 2 cents 
a day, and thus earned enough to contri- 
bute 50 cts. to help build their church. 
Later when her home congregation or- 
ganized a mission at Chuam and sent one 
of their number to be itsleader she did 
the same thing and gave them 50 cts. 
Not content with this, she contributed 
another 50 cts. for a building for a new 
group on the north, and sent 50 cts. to 
a neighboring church in another county, 
thus sewing 100 days to earn $2.00 for 
the Lord’s work. So out of their pover- 
ty they are setting us an example worthy 
of imitation, and on this circuit alone 
they have contributed for all purposes 
during nine months the sum of $463 U. 
S. currency. All the congregations pay 
their own running expenses and give 
much time to voluntary preaching and 
evangelistic effort. 

Such is their zeal, I feel, in making 
my report this year, like reporting the 
work as done by the native Christians 
with alittle assistance and direction from 
me, My part in it seems very smia]l in- 
deed compared with theirs. 

When I first visited the group at Sang- 
pongdai a nice little church had been 
built and 16 believers enrolled, not one 
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of whom had ever seen a foreign mis- 
sionary before. 

The church in Hannamal was begun in 
1905 and yet they have sent out four co- 
lonies, and during this time have had to 
enlarge their owy house of worship twice, 
as they have a parent congregation left 
numbering about 200, which is now in 
charge cf a highly esteeined brother, one 
of their own number, as leader, who gets 
his entire support from them. From 
this congregation also have arisen three 
more of my best heipers, who are now in 
charge of groups elsewhere. 

When I first visited this village in 1903 
we began having worship sitting on the 
floor, with 7 or 8 present in a dirty little 
room 8 feet square. When we think of 
what God has wrought in and through 
them: we cannot but praise him and re- 
joice. 

Each of the other well established 
groups is in turn carrying on its own 
mission work. 

The Paichee congregation has also co- 
lonized three times and now has neigh- 
boring groups. 

With a view to stimulating study and 
their conseguent growth in knowledge 
and grace I have made it arule not to 
administer baptism to any who have not 
learned to read their Bibles. Exceptions 
are made in the case of old people and 
those with eyesight defective from age 
‘or disease. About 25, who were other- 
wise prepared, have been refused bap- 
tism on this account, their admission to 
the church being postponed till they 
give this further evidence of earnestness 
and sincerity. One young woman in the 
Tucksan church wept bitterly when told 
she would have to perfect her knowledge 
of reading before being baptized. But 
the rule, I think, is a good one and has 
a wholesome effect. For instance, little 
Mrs. Pyoin the same church not only 
learned to read herself but taught her 
son and husband, and stood a splendid 


examination before the sessional com- 
mittee. 

The greatest care is exercised in ex- 
aminations and each applicant is given a 
thorough test in the catechumen class 
before admission to the Lord’s table by 
baptism. In the case of those falling in- 
to sin discipline has been administered. 
Two baptized believers were suspended 
and 15 dropped from the catechumen roll 

The sale and distribu tion of Bibles and 
other Christian litera ture has grown by 
leaps and bounds. 

About 60 from this circuit attended the 
general study class at Kwangju. Sunday 
schools use the union Sunday School 
monthly papers and the prayer meetings 
use the union topic cards. All the group® 
either have or are planning to subscribe 
for the Christian News, the union week - 
ly paper of all Protestant denominations 
in Korea. Earnest Bible study is con- 
stantly insisted on, and, though often 
neglected, a gratifying advance has been 
made. Owing to all these reasons, the 
Christian character is developing in a 
very hopeful way. 

The evidences of the work of God’s 
Spirit were never greater, and the change 
in the lives of many Christians is a mat- 
ter for devout thankfulness. The list is 
too long to enumerate, but wecannot re- 
frain from mentioning instances: Mr. 
Chin at Koojuck, ahard drinker, has quit 
entirely and on rainy Sundays, when he 
cannot walk the three miles to church, 
he gathers a company of all those who 
will meet him in his own village and 
teaches them the word of God. Mr. 
Kim, quite a noted gambler at Yumso, 
has reformed. Mr. Sung, at Whang- 
yang, who was much given to drink and 
sacrificing to evil spirits, is a changed 
man. Others have burned idols and ob- 
jects of worship ; while a number have 
put away second wives and concubines, 
even though of long standing and the 
mother of all or some of their children, 


14.4. 


and doubtless ties of affection were 
broken, 

Their joy shows in their faces, and as 
I preached one Sunday night at Tucksan 
on God's willingness to receive and for- 
give sinuers, as illustrated in the Pro- 
digal Son, one woman, in good Metho- 
dist style, could not but speak out and 
say ‘‘l am so thankful.’’ 

Some of the native helpers are now 
preaching sermons that would be profit- 
able to the average congregation at 
home. One of my helpers, Mr. Pyen, 
recently preached a sermon on repent- 
ance that was one of the very strongest 
sermons on that subject I ever heard. 
His text was II Cor. 7:10 ‘‘Godly sorrow 
worketh repentance not to be repented 
of : but the sorrow of the world worketh 
death.’’ The sermon was so admirable 
I would like to have it translated, sent 
home, and published. 

Thus, whether we consider the wide 
extent of the work or the changed lives 
and development of Christian character, 
we have cause for deep gratitude. We 
thank God and take courage, and we call 
upon all those in the home churches who 
have part in this work to rejoice with us. 





The Longing for Education. 
BY REV. &. M. CABLE, 

The passing away of Korea’s inde- 
pendence has served somewhat to stimu- 
late the Koreans along the line of educa- 
tion. They are waking up to the fact 
that he who knows little does little. This 
hungering after knowledge is the normal 
symptom of a nation’s awaking into life, 
power, and usefulness. The past year 
has witnessed more stir and agitation for 
an intellectual advancement than has 
probably ever before been known in the 
Land of the Morning Calm. Ihave been 
besieged a!l year by boys, young men, 
and old men in regard to schools. Krom 
all sides comes the cry for schools, 
teachers, and western learning. 
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I have never before felt so keenly the 
tardiness with which we have been de- 
veloping our educational resources and 
facilities as at the present time. We 
have now a large and rapidly growing 
Christian constituency, and when we 
stop to consider the facilities which we 
have for the care and education of that 
constituency, we find ourselves almost 
hopelessly in want. We have very little 
in the way of educational facilities. 

On the west district we have done more 
this year along educational lines than 
The schools in the country 
are doing a better grade of work. How- 
ever, we cannot expect to better this 


ever before. 


very materially until we can get a better 
grade of teachers. The Koreans do not 
respect the old style pedagogue any. 
longer. 

The Collins Boys’ Day Schoo} at 
Chemiulpo, although under Korean teach- 
ers and supervision, is a credit to our 
work in the past. The present year’s 
enrollment is 105 boys and could easily 
be 200, had we the accommodations. We 
are refusing boys every day. The school 
is divided into two grades, primary and 
secondary, with a corps of four instruc- 
tors. The boys are not only given 
Christian and secular instruction, but 
every day exercises and military drill 
make up the school curriculum. Some 
of the heathen, seeing the work our 
school is doing, and being pleased with 
the sanie, have sent to Japan for all the 
necessary equipments for military drill, 
the same as they have in the Japanese 
schools. The school is a theme of pleas- 
ing comment on the part of heathen and 
Christians alike. 

There are boys who are ready to gradu- 
ate from the secondary school. but, 
upon talking with the parents and 
patrons of the school about sending the 
boys to Seoul, they all unanimously re- 
fuse and say ‘‘O, no! to send our boys 


to Seoul is to throw them away. We 
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prefer to keep them here and establish 
our own high school as the boys need it.”’ 
I meet with the same objection all over 
the country when I have been sending 
boys to Seoul to school. I am more 
and more convinced that Seoul is not the 
place for our higher school. 

On Kangwha the school established 
by Yi Dong-whai is doing excellent 
work. It does one good to visit it. It 
has a corps of ten instructors with several 
courses—in English, Chinese, Korean, 
aud Japanese. Part of the instructors 
have studied abroad and are very capable 
teachers. The school, with its feeders, 
has 210 boys. ‘The physical training of 
the boys is being carefully looked after. 
I am glad to see the interest the Koreans 
are taking in physical training. It be- 
speaks stronger minds and bodies and a 
more aggressive people. It is the object 
of Mr. Yi to make the school the central] 
high school for all Kangwha. He has 
already established three feeders for the 
school in the country, and is soon to 
start several more. He hasa very com- 
mendable scheme of education, and all 
is carried on without any expense to the 
church, In the last quarterly conference 
he arose and, with tears trickling down 
his fase, pleaded for the parents to take 
more interest in the education of their 
children, as that was the only hope left 
for Korea ; and he announced before the 
conference that the Christians all over 
the island could send their boys and rice 
to feed them—he would furnish them 
their rooms and instruction free. 





Chulla Do Circuit. 
BY REV. W. B. HARRISON, 

Mr. Harrison, Pastor, assisted by Mr. 
Earie. Groups II. Reported last year 
5. Baptized during the year 19. Cate- 
chumens enrolled Iog. Average attend- 
ance 500. 

This circuit embraces five counties, 


making approximately a square twenty 
miles toa side. It consists of one rice 
plain with a few excrescent hills, and is 
thickly populated. 

The developmient here has been mark- 
ed, both in the number and the strength 
of the groups. Fully organized Sunday 
schools are held in four of the groups, 
while efforts more or less successful are 
being made in several of the others. 
Contributions to such causes as the Bible 
Society and evangelist’s salary have been 
coming in slowly. 


This may be partly accounted for. by 
the fact that six of the eleven groups 
have bought and repaired houses for 
worship, while another has made an ex- 
tensive addition. Some of the Christians 
are very much mortified by this delin- 
quency. It is to be hoped that the 
others will catch their spirit. 

Elder-elect Chai stood a good examina- 
tion on the prescribed course and was 
ordained and installed. It was a privi- 
lege to induct to this office a man who 
seenis in every way so well qualified to 
fillit. We praise God for raising him 
up and pray for more of his kind. 

Some of his side remarks to some of 
the brethren seem worth repeating. 
‘‘Men who have grown up with heathen 
surroundings,’’ he said,’’ and have spent 
half their lives worshipping devils can 
never gain such a knowledge of the 
Truth as to become real ministers of the 
Gospel, though when the brethren study- 
ing at Pyeng Yang finish the course 
there we are going to call them min- 
Real ministers must develop in 
a Christian atmosphere. Look at that 
five year old boy of mine. He thinks 
people who do not believe in Jesus are 
next to nothing. When the brethren 
come to see me, he is the first one to run 
out to meet them, but when my non- 
believing relatives come to see me he 
won’t have any thing to do with them. 
He has never been told that he must 


isters. 
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not eat food offered to idols, but :when 
the village children give him such food 
he throws it away with such a remark as 
‘What do I want to eat the devil wor- 
shipping stuff for?’ We must look to the 
next generation for our real pastors.”’ 

Most of the leaders of the groups have 
developed ina fair degree. Several of 
them have come to that point where they 
should be elected to the eldership and, 
after instruction in the prescribed course, 
should be formally clothed with the 
power they are actually ‘exercising in 
their respective groups. 

Two of the women have been visiting 
the groups with the special purpose of 
reaching the women whose male rela- 
tions have lately believed. These women 
do not go to church usually to the pastor 
and evangelist. They are often called 
upon by the timid new believer to help 
rid the house of devil worship. They 
have many interesting experiences to tell 
of how they first sang and prayed, then 
built a bon-fire and cast in the various 
things used in devil worship. 





A Boy Leader. 
BY REV. H. M. BRUEN. 

During the months of December, Jau- 
uary, and February I received 81 cate- 
chuniens and baptized 21 into full mem- 
bership. The oldest groups are those in 
the south, and it has been a great joy to 
see these making distinct progress, each 
having secured a neat new church 
building. . 

In a little mountain village ninety @ 
from here lives a crippled mangun (head- 
band) maker boy, now some twenty years 
old. Two years ago he saved up some 
money, a part of which he gave to his 
parents, and with the remainder he hired 
a coolie and came in on coolie back all 
the way to Taiku to attend the winter 
Bible class. With his crippled legs bent 
under him, it was a painful trip, but he 


was set on learning. This winter the 
meuns were furnished him and he came 
in on the train to the class. It wassome 
days before I discovered him among the 
two hundred in attendance, for as he 
was making his way to the front some 
stepped in before him. Once, in speak- 
ing of his first trip, he said the Lord 
made his little to be enough, like He did 
for the widow with her oil and for the 
five thousand. About him has grown up 
a group with the church building in easy 
reach. It is always a pleasure to drop in 
on him, for he always has some passage 
or allusion to inquire about. I recently 
baptized him and appointed him leader 
with an associate. He is the only boy 
leader I know of, but he is also the best 
informed leader I have. The helpers 
say they learn something on every visit. 

On the other side of the river along 
the raialroad there are five churches 
which have gradually sprung up in too 
close proximity to each other. The 
leader in one of these ran the church in- 
to debt and turned over his personal 
debtors to the church forpayment. The 
leader was excommunicated for extort- 
ing money, and this led to an attempt 
to reorganize and combine three churches 
into one central one. The outcome is 
not yet, but the attempt has proved the 
difficulty of moving an old church toa 
new foundation. I am still in hopes of 
a successful issue, which would be to 
the great advantage of all. 

On my last trip into the northwest 
country under my care I met an unusual 
reception from the Sang Ju magistrate, 
Kil Yung Su, formerly consul at St. 
Petersburg. I found him at the county 
school, and after a pleasant chat he ask- 
ed me to preach to thecrowd. After 
ordering the school boys, some two 
hundred, to line up in the yard, he ad- 
dressed a few words to them, after which 
he invited me to speak. My helper fol- 
lowed me, as did my colporter. It was 
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indeed a novel experience to be asked 
to address that crowd of boys and off" 
cials and sight seers, and prophesies a 
new era for Korea. The same man had 
on a previous visit asked me to preach 
to the prisoners and remain in town some 
time and preach to the people. 


An Island Occupied For Christ. 
BY REV. J. F. FRFSTON. 

The number of recognized stations on 
my circuit bas grown from seven to four- 
teen, Sadong having been merged with 
Mokchang,and Pokkil, reported last year 
under misadvertence, dropped. A chain 

of stations within easy distance of each 
other has been effected through Kangjin, 
Hainam, and Chindo. The growth has 
been very gratifying. I examined in all 
351 people, of whom 74 received baptism 
"and 193 were received as catechumens. 
The total number in these groups is 120 
baptized and 188 catechumiens, as against 
49 baptized and 75 catechumens last 
September. It seems hard to realize 
that only a year and a half ago this work 
consisted of Mokpo, with 27 baptized 
and 17 catechumens, Soo Yung with six 
catechumens, and Sadong with none. 
Of the stations reported I consider Mok- 
po, Pyung Yung, and Song 

Chung strategic points, with large pros- 

pects of growth. 

Mokpo is in a flourishing condition, 
the growth having been more than fifty 
per cent. in the last nine months. The 
church building has been doubled to 18 
kan (a kan is 8 by 8 feet) at a cost of six 
hundred yen, two hundred of which was 
paid by the natives. At the last exam- 
ination there 69 were examined, among 
them many of the leading people of the 


Poonto, 


place. I have seen no finer faces in Ko- 
rea nor conducted a more satisfactory ex- 
amination. 

One interesting case out of many must 


suffice: One year ago Cha Chong Suk, 





age 279, a prominent wood merchant of 
the place, lost everything he had in des- 
perate gambling. His old mother had 
long been a Christian, and, as I knew 
him well, I called to see him at the time. 
He was in desperate straits, was absolute- 
ly despairing, and, as I afterwards 
learned, was on the verge of suicide. I 
remember his only hope seemed to be to 
run away fron temptation. His case 
seemed the more desperate because, rare 
for a Korean. he was an avowed infidel 
and a smoker of opium. Well, this 
gambler, opium fiend, infidel, found his 
mother’s God and Savior, and today 
there shines on his face the unmistak- 
able light of the joy and peace that 
comes with the sense of sins forgiven. 

One of the most encouraging features 
of the Mokpo work is the fact that, for 
the first time, we have succeeded in in- 
ducing the women and girls to learn to 
read. The school enrolled forty-eight 
for several months, but this was gradual- 
ly reduced to thirty-three upon a rigorous 
enforcement of tuition fees from out- 
siders. We can't hope to hold our 
church schools together much longer 
without teachers capable of teaching the 
Japanese language and western learning, 
and we should aim to anticipate heathen 
schools along this line. 

The church at Po-onto, on the island 
of Chindo, has grown with rapid strides. 
Just a year ago I visited this island in 
company with Dr. Daniel, The inhabi- 
tants of all the villages promptly de- 
camped at our approach. 
gota hearing at this place, where we 
found three inquirers. Ten //farther on 
we found a young exile who had been 
converted by reading a Chinese Bible 
brought with him from Seoul, and we . 


However we 


started him as leader of the three. The 
attendance now numbcrs sixty, from 
many surrounding villages, with six 


baptized and twenty catechumens, and 
they have just completed a neat ten an 
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house of worship. There is spiritual 
dynamite here, and we shall take that 
immense island of forty square miles 
and 120 villages. The work has spread 
to'the large adjacent island of Chodo. 

‘How the work opened up in Pyung 
Yung, Kangjin county, is an interest- 
ing chapter in the yeur’s experience. 
This town, as its name indicates, is an 
ancient fortress, in whose crumbling bar- 
racks a single company of soldiers re- 
nrains as a feeble reminder of its former 
military glory. It has however about two 
thousand houses, claiming to be the larg- 
est town in South Chulla, and more than a 
score of villages, large and small, cluster- 
ing about it. Lying midway between 
the county seats of Yungam, Chaheung, 
and Kangjin, it is a strategic center. 
Last fall one of the leading citizens of 
the place heard, while in Seoul, of a 
spurious Y.M.C. A., whose kind was 
then so common there, and determined 
to establish one in his town. Hearing 
that one had been established at Mokpo, 
a delegation cime for instruction and 
initiation into the rites. The Mokpo 
business had been rectified and the breth- 
ren primed for just such seekers, so 
what the inquirers received was the pure 
Gospel, plenty of books, and teachers. 
The finest building in their place, a 
former archery club, tile-covered, with 
overhanging elms and a beautiful stretch 
of green, was set apart for a church, and 
we now have some sincere believers 
there. Thus the sickle has been put to 
a field white for the harvest. ) 

I will give only one more instance. 
For some time I had heen praying that 
the work might open upin the region 
of Hainam county seat. At the close of 
a seivice at Mok po one Sunday in March 
I was acc»sted by a gentleman hailing 
from that region. I listened with in- 
tense interest as he told me that he was 
a Christian of seven years’ standing, 
having been converted under Mr. Jones 


at Chemulpo, that he had recently re- 
turned to his estates in Hainam, freed 
his slaves, preached the Gospel to his 
relatives and retainers, with the result 
that about eighty were ready to believe. 
I determined to abandon other plans 
and set out with him forthwith. Judge 
of my astonishment when he showed me 
a water route via an estuary hitherto un- 
known to us at Mokpo, which carried us 
within ten 77 of his home in sight of 
Hainam county seat. Arriving, 1 found 
the point a strategic one, the consti- 
tuency excellent. and two houses of 
worship already secured, the work hav- 
ing been begun simultaneously in a 
Those days of 
teaching and preaching with my helper, 


since repeated, rise up before me as the 


neighboring village. 


most enjoyable and most valuable work 
I have been privileged to do in this 
country. F 


Tickets to Heaven. 


BY MISS M. S. TATL. 


The evening before the Kunsan class 
closed Dr. and Mrs. Daniel opened their 
hospitable doors to the wonien in at- 
tendance, each having been furnished 
with a ticket to ‘‘admit one.’’ They 
were entertained with singing, the talk- 
ing machine, and a game until the feast 
furnished by the hosts was spread, when 
they needed no second invitation to 
partake. Their faces, as well as voices, 
testified to their enjoyment of all the 
good things furnished them. Next day 
one of the women said ‘‘One thing has 
been bearing upon my mind since last 
evening, when some of the friends came 
without tickets and were not admitted. 
My dear sisters, let us be busy distribut- 
ing the tickets to the heavenly feast that 
the Savior has gone to prepare. How 
sad if some should go and not be per- 
mitted to enter.’’ 
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Medical Practice in 
Pyeng Yang. 


BY DR. FE. D. FOLLWEUTL. 


Let no one vainly imagine that medi- 
cal practice in north Korea consists in 
keeping office hours from & to Io, 2 to 4, 
and 6 to 8, having a servant answer the 
door calls, visiting patients at the dis- 
pensary at stated hours or in their 
homes, and after diagnosing the disease 
writing out a prescription to be filled 
at the nearest drug store, while re- 
ceiving from one to three dollars for 
your advice according to the ability and 
Not atall. To 


treat a patient at the dispensary or visit 


honesty of your patient. 


one in his home is far from satisfactory 
“so far as the results are concerned, but it 
is still the best we can do. He will not 
tollow the doctor's instructions, unless 
your ideas agree in the main with his and 
appeal to him, and his answer to your 
question, ‘‘Why didn’t he do as he was 
told?”’ is ‘‘I thought it didn’t make any 
difference.’’ And this state of affairs al- 
ways exists unless where we have pro- 
perly built and furnished hospital wards, 
thoroughly trained nurses and assistants, 


and support sufficient to run a hospital 


plant according to western ideas, gradual-. 


ly instilling our ideas precept upon pre- 
cept into the brains of our patients. 

I have always held that the climate in 
the north did not leave much to be de- 
sired, after taking out six weeks of rainy 
season. True, we see among the Ko- 
reans all kinds of diseases, and the mor- 
talitv. Iam convinced, is very high ; but 
our mission houses are situated on excel- 
lent sites away from the centre of the 
city, and the native illsdo not come nigh 
us. Why should they? 


that the native death rate is high when 


Is it any wonder 


we think of the hygienic conditions pre- 
vailing? For the people have no concep- 
tion at all of hyyiene or its laws. We 


have proved over and over again, so far 
as we ourselves are concerned, with 
cholera and other epidemic diseases 
around us, that taking hygienic and 
sanitary precautions, we dwell in comi- 
parative safety, except perhaps in the 
case of typhus, which truly is a pestilence 
that walketh in darkness. 

My work the past year bas been al- 
most all in the dispensary. I have had 
miuch more out-patient work than last 
year, and I believe our influence in many 
of these cases where the physician makes 
several calls helps much, though it does 
take up a good deal of time. For, next 
to hospital work, none brings us into 
such close contact with the sick one and 
his family as this; and after all that is 
what we are here for, totry and make 
the people feel and know we love them 
and care for them and through our in- 
fluence help them to love our Lord. 

Many cases of interest have been n et 
with ; and it is surprising how much one 
learns through our dealings with patients 
of the thought and character of the peo- 
ple. It seems as if there was no end to 
the superstition and wild ideas they have 
as to the treatment of disease. Some 
are amusing and some pathetic and sad. 

A man came tothe dispensary totally 
blind. Asked how he became so, he re- 
plied that some weeks previously, his 
eyes having become inflamed, a friend 
advised him to put in a few drops of 
nitric acid, which would cure the trou- 
ble. He did so, and promptly suffered 
the loss of both eyes. 

Another man ‘ncurred the loss of one 
eye as the result «fa native doctor put- 
ting in a needle to cure an ulcer of the 
cornea. 

A woman brought her little girl, aged 
seven, with the following history. She 
had smallpox and some days later can- 
crum oris developed. I saw the child on 
the fifth day, and she was in a desperate 


condition. The mother told me that she 
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was directed by the sorcerer not to come 
to the foreigner’s dispensary for medi- 
cine, but toappease the smallpox spirits 
by sacrificing to them three howls each 
of rice, meat, and vegetables. This she 
did, but in spite of all the child became 
rapidly worse. Only very radical treat. 
ment’ saved the life of the patient. 

A child six months old, brought for 
tthe relief of some skin affection, hada 
dressing of cinnabar in the form of a 
paste plastered over the anterior fon- 
tanelle in order to draw the wind out of 
the head and so prevent convulsions. 
These few cases give us some idea of the 
ignorance of the people. 


A woman who had been blind for 
seven years and who lived within two 
iniles of Pyeng Yang came in for relief. 
Two cataracts were successfully removed, 
and her eyesight restored. She felt real- 
lv grateful and seemed asif she wanted 
to dance for joy, insisting, thongh a poor 
widow, on paying two yen and a half, all 
she was able to scrape together. 


A young mian was brought from Anju, 
sixty miles away, suffering from a com- 
pound fracture of the arm, with acute 
gangrene, the result of a horse bite. 
He was in an exhausted condition and 
suffered greatly. A few hours after see- 
ing him, assisted by Dr. Wells, I am- 
putated the arm just below the elbow. 
He made a good recovery, and the boy’s 
father, a genial and grateful old man, 
came down from his home in order to 
thank us for saving his son’s life. | 


I was calied one day to see the son of 
the man who persecuted Dr. Hall in the 
early days in Pyeng Yang and instigated 
others to stone andinsult him. I found 
him suffering from severe mercurial poi- 
soning, but a few days of treatment cured 
the man. I learned that his son attends 
our boys’ school in the city, and that the 
man’s father died during the cholera 
scourge in Pyeng Yang in 1902. 
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Enthusiasm for Education. 





BY REV. W. A. NOBLE. 


At the last conference, for the first time 
in the history of our district. a man was 
set aside to give the major part of his time 
to educational work. It was the right and 
only step to take to meet our needs and 
the clamor for education. The year 
in cooperation with our sister mission 
has proved satisfactory as far as a trial 
of that character was possible, The un- 
animous feeling among us is that in co- 
operative work each mission should own 
its own educational plant and bear the 
responsibility for its care and develop- 
ment, exactly as if each mission were 
conducting independent schools. With us 
cooperative work is limited to a united 
faculty, united student body, and com- 
mon methods. The two stations can 
unite their money and teaching force to 
twice the advantage of carrying on their 
work alone. We could never expect to be 
able to train our people to the poiut that 
our work demands as separate missions, 
but united we can fit the Korean for the 
highest usefulness and make it unneces- 
sary for him to leave the country to com - 
plete his education. 


The members of our church show their 
enthusiasm by offering to raise six thou- 
sand yen for our new scientific industrial 
school. So in earnest are they, that they 
have gone out among the non-Christian 
people to raise money for the project. 
Their reception everywhere is of the 
most flattering kind. With the small 
help that we have received from home, 
the task of erecting the new science hall 
is no stnall one, but it will be done be. 
cause of the profeund faith of our people 
jin the success of the undertaking. I 
have written to Bishop Moore, asking 
him to invite friends in America to send 
us out doors and flooring from Oregon 
for the new bullding. 
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Call to Prayer. 


BY REV. C. G. HOUNSHELL, 


Conferences for Bible Study and Pray- 
er are to be held as follows: 

The Ww onsan *Conference.325< 7,055 
August 5th to 12th. 
the Pyeng “Yanp Cotiferénte?? . yaa". 
August 26th to September 2nd. 

THe seour Conterence:: A). soe. Mee. 

September 2nd to gth. 

Every missionary in Korea should be- 
gin now to make plaus to attend one or 
more of these conferences, as they are 
seasons of great spiritual refreshing and 
uplifting. But the real blessing that 
will come to Korea at that time will be 
commensurate with the prayer of faith 
on the part of the people. 

Some are engaged in daily prayer for 
these conferences. Will all join to 
make them the best we have ever had? 
We as missionaries need special prepar- 
ation for this wonderful opportunity now 
before us in Korea of winning this 
people for Christ, an opportunity rarely 
equaled in the history of the church. 
Tet us pray. 


Conference Appointments. 


The appointments of the Korea Mis- 
sion Conference of the Methodist Epis- 


copal Church, omitting the Korean breth- 
ren, were :— 


SEOUL DISTRICT. 


W. B. SCRANTON, Presiding Elder. 
First Church, Chong Dong, G. H. Jones. 
Sang Dong Mead Memorial, 

W. B. Scranton. 
East Gate Baldwin Chapel, D.A. Bunker. 
Suwon Circuit, G. M. Kurdick. 
Educational Work, Seoul, D. A. Bunker. 
Methodist Publishing House, | 

S. A. Beck, Manager. 

Biblical Training Institute, 
G. H. Jones, President. 

Union Publishing House, 
S. A. Beck, Treasurer, 


CHHMULPO DISTRICT. 


W. B. SCRANTON, Presiding Elder in 

charge. , 
District Evangelist C. S. Deming, 
Chemulpo Wesley Chapel, C, S. Deming. 


PYENG-YANG DISTRICT. 


W. A. NOBLE, Presiding Elder. 
West Circuits J. Z. Moore. 
Hai-Ju Circuit Carl Critchett. 
Chil-san and Appenzeller Memorial 

Chapel, Pyeng Yang City, A. L. Becker. 
Boys’ High School A. L. Becker. 
Medical Work EK. D. Follwell. 


YENG-BYEN DISTRICT. 
C. D. MoRRIS, Presiding Elder. 


KONG-CHU DISTRICT. 
W. C. SWEARRR, Presiding Elder. 


N. D. Chew Home on furlough. 
E. M. Cable ss 66 <6 
W. B. McGill OF) 66 a 


WOMEN’S FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


Mead Memorial and Kyeng-Keui Do, 
Mrs. M. F. Scranton, 
and Minerva L,. Guthapfel. 
Ewa Haktang and Day Schools, 
Josephine O, Paine. 
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Ewa Haktang and Evangelistic Work, 
First Church Lulu E. Frey. 
Po Ku Nyo Kwan, Mary M. Cutler, M. D. 
Superintendent Nurses Training School, 
Margaret J. Edmunds. 
Baldwin Dispensary and Evangelistic 
Work, East Gate 
Emma Ernsberger, M. D. 
Bible Woman's Training School, Seoul 
Mrs. Hugh Miller 
and Mrs. M. F. Scranton. 
Fvaugelistic Work and day Schools, 
Chemulpo and Haiju Circuits 
Lula A. Miller 
and Jessie B. Marker. 
Day Schools and Evangelistic Work, 
Pyeng Yang, Henrietta P. Robbins. 
Woman's Hospital and School for the 
Blind, Mrs. Rosetta S. Halli, M. D. 
Assistant Physician in Woman's Hospital 
and Evangelistic Work in Pyeng Yang 
City Esther K. Pak, M. D. 
Absent on furlough Ethel. M. Estey. 
Mary R. Hillman. 
Language Study, Miss Haines, 
Pyeng Yang. 


ae tay oe 


Language Study Miss Snaveley, Seoul. 


Gontinuous itinerating. 
BY REV. L.O. MCCUTCHEN. 


Going ont into my field shortly after 
the close of our Annual Meeting last fall, 
I practically stayed there, with an oc- 
casional run in for fresh supplies, all 
through the late fall and winter and on 
until the middle of March. During the 
period, I first accomplished a circuit of 
the twenty-five or more places where in- 
terest was expressed and where I had 
been invited to come and organize 
churches. My effort on this trip was to 
instruct in the fundamentals of Christ- 
ianity, to lead them to divine service, to 
place more literature in their hands, and, 











where expedient, to combine the interest 
of neighborhoods in central places of 
worship. 


I planned to follow this work up with 
Bible classes, lasting about a week each 
and held at central groups. At these 
classes my uniform practice, except in 
one more advanced class, was to give 
them an outline study of the Life of Christ 
and studies in Old Testament history 
down to the time of Moses. 


On my circuit of a fortnight’s duration 
during the late spring I heard of some 
half a dozen new places where people 
were mneeting and wanting to be taught. 
So the work is continuing to grow. I 
estimate the adherents in my field at 
something over one thousand and the 
average atrendance at church services 
at four hundred. 


I must make mention of the faithful- 
ness of my helper, Choi Tai Chin, and 
the valuable assistance of Yi Ouen Pil in 
the work of the year. My groups are 
widely distributed and there are many 
hard passes to be scaled in travelling 
from one group to another, yet these two 
brethren have stood by me in the work 
and endured hardships as good soldiers; 
and in turn the | ord has honored them 
by causing them to grow much in grace. 
Let me state in this connection that Iam 
planning to have my groups support 
during 1907 two additional men in the 
work, and I hope, by districting my ter- 
ritory and putting each of these four 
helpers in undercharge of a more limited 
district, to see the work develop under 
the good hand of our God. 


J The Korean Christian. 


BY REV. €. S. DEMING. 


The Korean Christian, like the Christ- 
Jan of every nation, can not be described 


as a single character. Different disposi- 
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tions an ddifferent environment will make 
different men the world over, whether 
they are Christian or not. But it is pos- 
sible, in studying the characters of men, 
to find some general characteristics 
which are common toa majority of the 
class under observation ; and so it is with 
the Korean Christian. We do find that 
Christianity in Korea is developing a type 
of Christian from which Christians in 
every land may receive valuable suggest- 
ions, , 

The Korean Christian is a student of 
the Bible. Most of them count their 
new life as a result, not so much of 
preaching, as of the study of God's Word. 
That is the alarm that first awakens 
them ; is it remarkable that it should 
continue to be precious to them? 

This love for the Word may be perceiv- 
ed by the care they take of their Bibles. 
They always take the Book to church 
with them, aud to protect it from wear, 
they carry it in a little muslin case, in 
which there is also room for the hymn- 
book and Sabbath-school papers. The 
interest they take in the Word is also 
manifest in the questions they ask con- 
cerning it. Sometimes the missionary 
will be visited by one who, in the study 

_of a Gospel, has marked in a note book 
all the passages which he could not un- 
derstand, and an hour or two will be 
spent in explaining the Scripture. 

The Koreans also have a wonderful 
memory. Three instances have been 
called to my attention, which illustrate 
its application to the Gospel study. One 
blind man at Songdo, whose son is his 
eyes, has committed the entire Gospels, 
and not only can repeat them consecu- 
tively, bnt can recall any verse of any 
chapter that is requested. Another isa 
class leader who has also thoroughly ac- 
quainted himself with the Word and can 
repeat Luke’s Gospel andthe Acts. Tho 
third is that of a colporter, who is so 
thoroughly acquainted with: the Word 


that he will locate any verse that is quot- 
ed. How few in Christian homes in 
America know the'r Bible as well. The 
rush and iucessant whir of our western 
life may afford some disadvantages to 
the quiet and constant study of the Word, 
which are eliminated in this land of the 
‘‘Morning Calm,’’ where’ everything 
glides along in quiet peacefulness and 
many have scarcely any demands upon 
their time. Yet how much more time we 
could find if we really wished it, and how 


‘much more precious our Bible would be 


to us! 


The Korean Christian isa man of prayer. 
It is marvellous how soon after conver- 
sion the Christian will take part in public 
prayer. The family altar is the tower of 
the Christian home ‘among them.’ But 
beyond this there is the united definite 
prayer when a number come together 
in one of their homes to pray for some 
sick one, for the conversion of some great 
sinner, or for some other definite object. 
And such is their unity of spirit, fervency, 
and faith that miracles are performed. 
The crazy are made of sound mind, the 
devil-possessed are set free. Those sick 
unto death are restored, great sinners are 
converted, and those that peresecute are 
made preachers of the Word. It is truly 
the power of Apostolic times. And if it 
can be effected in this land, where the 
church is in its infancy, ought not like 
results to prevail from like faith and pur: . 
pose and effort in America ? 

The Korean Christian is also a preach- 
er. He is not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ. The heathen know when he is 
converted. Then hear his songs, the 
Gospel is preached unto them from his 
lips. His life marks him from the heathen 
about. The Korean isaready speaker 


_ and does not seem to have much.of the 


embarrassment which so many have in 
addressing the public. They rather seem 
to enjoy it as the practiced orator enjoys 
addressing large gatherings. ‘So many 
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who have no regular business, though 
only class leaders, will visit new churches, 
preaching and _ teaching. The new 
churches are thus greatly strengthened 
and helped by this itineracy of class 
leaders and Christians. . 

Is ita wonder their lives are so happy 
and so forceful when they give them- 
selves so unreservedly to the labor of the 
Master’s vineyard? 


Training Native Nurses. 
BY MISS M. J. EDMUNDS. 


It is only necessary to place ourselves 
in the native nurse’s position in order to 
fully realize how great the task set before 
these young wonien and the amount they 
sre obliged to learn upon entering a 
hospital where American methods ob- 
tain. 
vironment of a home void of useful furni- 
ture such as beds, chairs, desks, tables, 
and breakable dishes, they are suddenly 


Taken frcem the crude trative en- 


transferred to a collection of buildings 
where, in addition to the very modest 
supply of the above mentioned articles 
instrumeuts, rubber appliances, thernio- 
meters, strange clothing, drugs, and even 
the preparation of foreign diet is placed 
in the hands of these ‘‘anxious to learn’”’ 
To suc- 
cessfully train native women is #of/an 


but sometimes confused nurses. 


easy task, yet it is an exceedingly inter- 
esting and encouraging branch of ou- 
great work. 

When the Training School was organiz 
ed some of the former hospital helpers 
were candidates for entrance. One of 
these, Martha, had come to the hos- 
pital some years before minus the finger- 
and thumb of her right hand and a pors 
tion of her nose, the work of a jealous 
husband, who had secretly carried off her 
two dear children, whom she has tearfully, 
sought in vain. She was a hard faced, 
ignorant, and bitter woman when she first 
came to us, but the sweetening influence 
of the Gospel of Christ did its work and 


thus began a life that speaks for Him in 
this dark land. Another is Grace, who 
also made her acquaintance with the hos- 
pital as a patient. She was a deformed 
helpless cripple, saved from a life of slav- 
ery and cured of her many infirmities- 
Today this young woman is doing re- 
markably well as ward manager, takes de. 
light in planning and helping to make 
hospital clothing, has learned to use the 
sewing machine, stood first in her ex- 
aminations, can mix ointments, put up 
powders, beautifully, weigh and measure 
ordinary medicine, while the weekly tub- 
bath isas much a part of our hospital 
program as are our daily meals. 

Owing to the custom of early mar- 
riages, it is difficult to secure ccmipetent 
young women who /rw/y desire to remain 
in single blessedness for the long term 
of six years. Young widows 
the more satisfactory pupils. 
cases has the previous mental training of 
the Korean woman gone beyond the 
point of learning to read and write. Her 
method of counting time has been to 
the sunrise and, sunset and her 


prove 
In few 


note 
miethods of work are those suited to Ko- 
rean surrcundings, while her ideas of 
cleanliness are oriental and her know- 
ledge of obedience sadly lacking. On 
the other hand she is naturally sympa- 
thetic, large hearted, and hospitable to an 
extreme degree. She is also wonderful- 
ly skillful in the use of her fingers and 
handles a cambric needle or a bandage 
with an exactness which is most pleasing; 
and has genius, born of poverty, for 
utilising small things. 

The nurses have been learning that 
‘‘order is heaven's first law,’’ while obe- 
dience, patience, and gentleness are 
some of the “first fruits’? they must 
manifest. 

The twelve-hour system of nursing ob- 
tains at present, but we desire to change 
to the eight-hour plan, thus giving time 


for needed study. Owing to our small 
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staff and the sad lack of text books in 
the native tongue we are obliged to teach, 
chiefly by three methods —bedside in- 
struction, use of blackboard, and the 
able assistance of fellow missionaries 
Practical work done includes bandag- 
ing, bedmaking, hatlis of different kinds, 
administration of mediciues served on 
little trays, preparation of simple diet 
such as egg-nog, broths, gruels, corn- 
starch, and malted milk ; taking of tem- 
perature, pulse, respiration, and record- 
ing of symptoms; special medication, 
douches, poulticing, dressing 





surgical 
cases, care of eye patients ; application 
of extensions, fomentations, lotions ; 
making of all hospital dressings, bed- 
linen, gowns, and stockings; the first 
principles of massage, and the care of the 
body when death claims those who have 
sonietimes become very dear. 

The daily Bible study at 8.304. M, 
and the so-called lessons in English have 
made it necessary for the Korean teacher 
to spend hours, often working late into 
the night, in preparing lessons in the 
native tongue, by use of which the Su- 
perintendent has been able to teach of 
the Great Physician. "Memorizing Script- 
ure has perhaps proved the best plan of 
instruction, forin this way those who can- 
not read are taught by the nurses and take 
delight in reciting their verses in turn. 

It is our great desire that when our 
first class of nurses graduate they shall 
go forth not merely equipped to grapple 
with that monster, sickness, but being 
clad in the robes of purity, gentleness, 
faith, and meekness, their life purpose 
shall be to ever ‘‘look up and lift up.” 





Buried Among The Heathen. 


BY REV. E. F. HALL. 


Nestled among the hills of northern 
Korea lies the village of Syen Chyun. 
Out of sight of vessels on the Yellow Sea 
bound for the Yalu River, and until a 
few months ago not in touch with the 





rest of the world by railway, it was truly 
a hermit town. But the missionary 
found it, going there on his seed-sowing 
journeys from Pyeng Yang, more than 
oue hundred miles distant. Five years 
ago the Presbyterian Mission (North) 
opened a station there, where a physi- 
cian with his family and a clergyman 
‘‘buried’’ themselves, as some of the 
people in the homeland would say. 

But ‘‘buried’’ missionaries in Korea 
are soon unearthed and resuscitated. 
We recently came down on the new rail- 
road with sone of the missionaries who 
used to travel by pony and chair three 
or four days to Pyeng Yang. Strangely 
enough the Koreans from of old discov- 
ered the best route through their land, 
and the railroad follows in general the, 
native road between the Korean and 
Chinese capitals. As we came along the 
“‘unearthed’’ missionaries would say 
‘‘Under that tree we used to eat our 
lunch.’’ ‘‘We used to spend the night in 
a native inn inthat village.’’ ‘‘We cross- 
ed that stream when it was such a rush- 
jug torrent that the coolies had to carry 
the women and children in chairs high 
above their heads.’’ 

The railroad has been the means of 
bringing Syen Chyun into easy com- 
munication with the rest of Korea and 
with Manchuria, and so into touch with 
the whole world. The town will probably 
not play a very important part in the 
world’s commerce, except that it will 
become a depot for the trade that the 
gold mine soon to be opened near by 
will necessarily attract. 

Previous to the ‘‘unearthing’’ of the 
missionaries something occurred there 
which is of great importance in the pro- 
gress of the kingdom of Christ among 
the nations and which is also one of the 
most potent factors in determining the 
destiny of Korea—the establishment of a 
strong church. Five years ago there 
was but a handful of Christians. Today - 
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a new church building is being erected 
that will accommodate 1,200 or 1,300 
people, and{the prospect is that soon it 
will need enlargement, or another church 
will be needed. Of the 3,000 people in 
the town, about 1.400 are enrolled as 
Sabbath school scholars. The present 
church is far too small to admit them all 
at one time, so the women and girls 
gather for Bible study Sabbath morning 
at nine o’clock, and when they have left 
the building the men and boys enter for 
study. Of the 1,400 people enrolled pro- 
bably twice six hundred gather for Bible 
study every Sabbath. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon the 
people assemble for worship, and again 
in the evening. Still again on Wednes- 
day evening they come together for 
prayer and worship, filling the low build- 
ing almost to suffocation, while a crowd 
gathers about all the doors and windows, 
At various times through the week bands 
of people meet at the church and the 
missionaries’ homes. For what purpose? 
To learn to sew? No, they learn that 
from childhood. To learn modern cook. 
ery? No, the missionaries are not want: 
ed for that purpose, and they would have 
no time for such things under the pre- 
sent circumstances. They gather for 
Bible study. The Korean churches are 
Bible studying churches, and the people 
are hungry for the Word. 

Let it not be supposed that the mission- 
ary devotes himself exclusively to this 
one church. He can not bea pastor of a 
single church merely. North Pyeng An 
Province is a large parish with churches 
large and small scattered all over it, and 
the missionaries are responsible for the 
entire work—a force of one physician and 
his wife, two clergymen and their wives, 
two single clergymen and two single 
women being the present force. To 
travel on foot or by pack pony, the 
present method—for the railroad does not 
Traverse the province lengthwise, but 


merely crosess it near the sea—it would 
take about two weeks to go from one 
end the parish to the other. 

During the past year two of the clergy- 
men with their families have been in 
America, and as one of the other men 
has been on the field but little more 
than a year and a half and has not a 
thorough knowledge of the language, the 
responsiblity has largely fallen on one 
clergyman, who has travelled among the 
churches six months, and during that 
time has baptized more than a thousand 
people, besides admitting hundreds of 
catechumiens, administering discipline, 
and in general looking after the welfare 
of the churches. 


The task of caring for such a parish 
is herculean, and no set of ten mission- 
aries could possibly doit all. Nor is it 
necessary, which is an important point 
to note in considering the future of the 
Korean church and nation. The mission 
ary is supervisor and educator. Many 
Korean men and women have developed 
into leaders fully capable of managing 
the churches and of instructing new be- 
lievers, while the Christians generally 
are self-appointed missionaries to their 
heathen acquaintances. From Syen Chun 
as a centre go forth through all the pro- 
vince natives who do the work of colpor- 
ter and itinerant pastor, aud who do it 
well. A native ministry is developing. 
Even in the Syen Chyun church the 
Koreans do most of the preaching, the 
missionary working on the principle that 
they learn by doing. 

If space permitted, much more might 
be written about the church work, the 
medical work, which has been a great 
evangelizing factor, the school work 
throughout the province, the academy 
to be opened this fall, the normal and 
theological work. Indeed, it would re- 
quire a volume of no mean size to fully 
set forth the history of Syen Chyun 
station, aud to explain the principles 
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that have guided in its success. God 
has directed at the right time aud in the 
right way. 

Judged from the point of view of the 
progress of the kingdom of God, or of 
the mental and moral development of a 
nation, or of the advantage to other 
nations which shall admit Koreans as 
citizens, shall we say that the Syen 
Chyun missionaries ‘buried themselves 
amony the heathen” in vain? 





How a Doctor Won His Way. 
BY DR. J. W. NOLAN. 


The first day the dispensary doors 
were thrown open at Kwangju nine pa- 
tients greeted me. Being a place where 
so innocent a remedial agent as Epsom 
salts was hitherto unknown, this pro- 
pitious beginning gave me much genu- 
ine pleasure and stimulated my hopes 
for the future. During the succeeding 
fortnight the attendance was fluctuating, 
and it was not difficult to see that, while 
there were prospects for a clinic, yet 
this department of work was regarded 
with a skeptical eye and many barriers of 
doubt had to be broken down ere I found 
my way into their confidence. Happily, 
many of the intitial cases that presented 
were those for which specific measures 
existed, but my period of medical pio- 
neering was not to be without its compie- 
ment of those soul-wrenching experi- 
ences which plague the effort of the 
medical man in Korea. Medicines were 
returned after using but one dose or one 
application, with the assertion that they 
were utterly useless or that their use had 
been advised against by a mutang 
(witch) or a native doctor. On other 
occasions the medicines I had dispensed 
were mixed with vile excrement, which 
pharmaceutical performance was suppos- 
ed to increase their efficacy. The patients 
attributed many of the first cures to the 
latter ingredients, while my medicines 


were frequently credited with failure, 
if the result didn’t exceed even the 
most sanguine expectations of the patient. 
These few cases are designed to serve as 
an index to the amusing and trying in- 
cidents which have been repeated with 
dismal regularity throughout the six 
months the plant has been operating. 

One of the signs of progress I can re- 
cord in this work is the establishment of 
confidence, which is the first desideratum 
in a medical work anywhere. During 
the six months the dispeusary has been 
open 2416 cases have been seen in the 
afternoon clinics, 26 major and many 
minor operations performed, 152 visits 
made to Korean and 24 to Japanese 
homies, while my helper has treated many 
cases of which I have no record. A 
service precedes every clinic, in which 
the one great purpose of the work is em- 
phasized, and the interested inquiries 
often elicited justify the belief that seed 
is being sown which will bear fruit to 
the glory of the Master. 

Tracts, the margins of which are 
miarked to correspond with the numbers 
in the case book, are-given to each 
patient. One womau living in Naju 
wished her prescription refilled, but was 
afraid to risk the tract with a servant, 
and so tore away the margin bearing the 
number, saying that this tract had 
brought her so much comfort that she 
wished to preserve it. The first patient 
seen in the clinic bought a Gospel and 
attended the winter Bible class. These 
constantly occurring cases furnish addi- 
tional evidence that thisis an evangel- 
istic agency of no mean importance. 


Laying a Cornerstone. 


BY DR. C. C. VINTON. 


The art of cornerstone laying is an 
unknown one among ordinary Koreans, 
but the practice of holding a celebration 
of some sort over everything undertaken 
is very familiar to them. Furthermore, 
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among the fifteen hundred Christians 
and the fifteen hundred unbelievers that 
make up the population of Syen 
Chyen magistracy the erection of the 
great church for which funds had been 
gathering for four years was an event of 
the very largest importance. It was not 
difficult therefore to gather, even be- 
tween showers on a threatening after- 
noon,in that region where audience 
huildings are crowded in all weathers for 
every sort ofa religious meeting, a crowd 
of many hundreds to sit on the lumber 
awaiting later stages of construction and 
listen attentively to the brief exercises 
of Saturday, July 7th. An audience 
more decorous, more silent, never honor- 
ed a similar occasion in America. 

It was not strictly a cornerstone, but 
the ton and a half chu-chu stone at the 
base of one of the great pillars which are 
to stand inside the main door and face 
the pulpit. It had served in some other 
building in the past and it had in it a 
hollow a foot or more deep, of which the 
building committee now took advantage, 
placing in it a tin box wherein were 
laid the precious documents and plug- 
ging the opening with wood. The 
documents were numerous, partly in 
Chinese and partly in English. The lat- 
ter included recent reports of the station, 
a memorial of Rev. George Leck, the 
martyr of the station, together with his 
portrait and another of the Emperor of 
Korea, and current periodicals in both 
Korean and English with current reports 
of Council, Mission, etc. The Chinese 
documents were lists of committees and 
church officers, of those who had con- 
tributed to the fund for the building, an 
account of expenses so far, and a list of 
the articles enclosed. _ 

Singing of appropriate hymns, Script- 
ure reading, and prayer made up part 
of the programme, and three brief ad- 
dresses were delivered setting before the 
audience the progress of Christianity in 
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all Korea, in this particular region and 
town, and the history of the four vears 
struggle to gather funds for a church of 
adequate size in Syen Chyen. 

The church is being built purely in 
Korean style, excepting as to its floor. 
It has the shape of a T, 130 feet in its 
longest dimension and 70 in its lesser, 
the pulpit to stand at the junction of the 
arms. At the rear, the floor of each 
one of these arms is to be raised three 
feet above the level of the pulpit, the 
slope upward being gradual. It will be 
by far the most conspicuous building in 
the region on account of its size. 

The need for this church has long been 
extreme, every sort of shift having had 
to be resorted to in the past to en- 
able a congregation of twelve hundred 
or more to worship in a structure capable 
of comfortably seating not more than 
three or four hundred. Four years ago 
the practice was begun of an annual col- 
lection for the erection of a new church, 
Now the sum thus acquired has reach- 
ed between three and four thousand yen 
and is considered enough to proceed 
with. It is estimated that fully six thou- 
sand yen will be required to complete 
the building. There is not a rich man 
in the congregation and only a few who 
cau be considered well-to-do : but these 
are a people above measure rich in faith, 
and the number of believers is increasing 
among them with a rapidity that 
threatens to demand another church 
building almost as soon as this one shall 
be finished. 


Opposing Forces on Suwon 
Circuit. 


BY REV. G. M. BURDICK. 


The powers of evil have been contend- 
ing mightily for the mastery during the 
past year on the Suwon circuit. Early 
in the year the lawless working of the 
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Epworth League, the excitement follow- 
ing upon its timely abolishment, the 
growth and threatening attitude of the 
I] Chin Hoi and other hostile organiza- 
tiens, loss of property, beatings, aud im- 
prisonments which believers have suf- 
fered in many places on the circuit, gen- 
eral unrest and anxiety, and within the 
church itself, especially at Suwon city, 
quarrels and jealousies among the leaders 
and divisions among the meinbers a list 
of evils wearying to retrace in thought 
and unprofitable to describe in detail—all 
have combined to do their utmost to 
the Christ. 
Standing at the close of the vear, as we 
look 
voice answers our questionings, 


overthrow kingd m_ of 
back over the conflict. only one 
**Never- 
theless the foundation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are His; and let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity.’’ 

One year ago we foresaw with much 
anxiety the inevitable testing that must 
come to our believers, and trembled for 
their safety. The year has not brought 
a settlement of all their problems, but it 
has satisfied us that our native church 
Our be- 
lievers are capable of learning and 
practicing fidelity to Christ and His 
church, 

Growing out of the various troubles 
of the year there have been imany losses 
to the church ; but, of those who have 
gone out from us, already 


rests on enduring foundations. 


many are 
And 


anxiously seeking to return. , 
while, early in the troubles of the year, 
there were many threats of general back- 
sliding, latterly that voice has entirely 
ceased, and the work moves on with 
irresistible momentum, 
obstacles before it. 
Notwithstanding the dark background 
which the early part of the year gives to 
the work on the Suwon circuit, I am 


profoundly moved by the greatness of 


carrying all 


our opportunity in this part of our work. 
While the little band of native workers 
associated with me on the circuit had 
been sharing the heavy burden of hold- 
ing the wavering yroups to alleyiance to 
the church and to Christ, guietly, im- 
perceptibly, unconsciously to us there 
came almost simultaneously throughout 
God had 
been working with us when we knew it 
uot, In places where I had heard only 
of disturbance and threatened disband- 
ing of groups now came word of pros- 
perity, even in several instances of the 
conversicn of the persecutors, and every- 


the circuit a changed spirit. 


where of the springing up of new 
groups. . 

The last trip I made over a good part 
of my circuit was in March, and that 
trip, while physically the hardest I have 
made, was the most interesting and full 
of signs of the better day which had 
comie to the circuit. My teacher accom- 
panied me. He is a believer of more 
than ten years standing. He and my 
cook have been my most valuable help- 
This time he 
found great joy in the work. Every- 
where he was able to help the wavering 
groups to come back into steady line 
with the others. 
we visited, on leaving miy room out of 
services hours, I would hear him and my 
travelling helper praying in an adjacent 
room with some backslider who wanted 
to get right again. Wemet with cordial 


welcome every where. 


ers throughout the year. 


At a number of places 


My teacher, who 
remembers former days when the mes- 
sage was not so enthusiastically received 
in Korea, said to me one day on this 
trip ‘‘How different this all is from 
the condition ten years ago! Then, if 
one stopped to speak with the people he 
met about the Jesus doctrine, many 
would not listen, but ran away, or would 
oppose what was said. But now, where- 
ever one goes, whether on the train or at 
au inn, or with people he meets along 
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the road, when he speaks only a few 
words with them about this doctrine, 
they all reply ‘Yes, yes, these are very 
good words. We will all gradually be- 
come believers.’’’ I could tell several 
very interesting incidents of this same 
trip, if space permitted, which illustrate 
that very point. 


The thirst for literature and education 
is everywhere a marked feature of the 
groups; and the need and the scarcity 
of supply and of teaching force, especial- 
ly in view of the present great crisis, is 
appalling. The last Sunday of my 
March trip I spent with the group where 
lives the first baptized believer on the 
south work. One evening while I was 
there a company of sixteen boys, rang- 
ing in age from seven or eight to sixteen 
years, gathered in the yard in front of 
my room. I inquired of them and found 
that of the whole number only three 
could read ; that, while there used to be 
a Chinese school, the teacher could not 
make a living and went elsewhere, and 
now there is no school of any kind in the 
village. That Sunday twenty-five adults 
presented themselves for baptism, and 
of these fully two thirds could not read. 
Notwithstanding this condition, it is al- 
most impossible to find native teachers 
fitted for the work. I have diligently 
scoured city and country to find a new 
teacher suitable to meet the stage of ad- 
vancement in the Suwon school, and 
thus far without success, My appeal is 
again, as last year, for an enlarged sys- 
tem of education for our church. 

At one time during the year it looked 
as though on the Suwon circuit we 
should have to speak largely at this 
time of our losses. But it is of growth 
that at length we are called upon to re- 
port. Last year we reported ten organ- 
ized groups and three or four places in 


Stages of partial organization. Now 


we have regular Sabbath meetings in 
twenty-seven villages, and when the mis- 
sionary prays for these several groups 
in most instances he has to add also a 
Inviting 
regions stretch out beyond us on every 


petition for the outlying work. 


side. 


The number of baptisms appearing in 
the statistical report for this year will be 
less than that of last year, and the num- 
ber of full members and probationers 
will be but slightly increased ; but this is 
owing to the missionary’s inability to 
There were 
many calls four these services. On the 
other hand, we reported last year 619 
as our total following, by which we mean 
only those who have given their names 
This year 


travel during the spring. 


to some leader as believers. 
we report about 1250. 

The year bas brought to me a larger 
acquaintance with Korean character on 
its various sides. While there are fea- 
tures that can fittingly be passed over 
in sileuce, much that is good has come to 
the surface, and in these qualities there is 
hope. The Korean does appreciate kind- 
ness. Hecan be loyal even to suffering 
when love is the cord that binds. I 
gratefully acknowledge the touching 
evidence of the love and sympathy that 
have come up to me from all parts of my 
circuit during the past few months. The 
assurance that twelve hundred believing 
Christians, many of whom had not seen 
their moksa, have been earnestly pray- 
ing for him through a period of sickness 
will prove a new bond of mutual endear - 
In this characteristic of affec- 
tion, when once it becomes centered in 
that supreme and transforming Love ex- 
hibited on Calvary, I see the power that 
will strengthen the Korean church to 
undergo in loyalty to Christ sacrifice 
even unto death, and through sacrifice 
will lift it into life and victory. 


ment. 
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